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General Meeting  
 

  Wednesday  -   September 1, 2010  
 
Topic:         Moving from Legacy to Modern Protocols  
Speaker:    Joe Rondan, President/CEO  
                   SMAR International Corp.  
 
The presentation will cover the evolution 

from 4Ȥ20mA to process control digital 
field-busses showing the major strengths 
and differences of 4-20mA, HART, 
Profibus and FOUNDATION Fieldbus. 
Attendants will be able to have an idea of 
the main differences and benefits  offered 
by open communication protocols and 
consequently be able to make better   
decisions for their next plant investment.  
 
Joe has 26 years of experience in process control.  He has 
participated in the development of high accuracy measuring 
devices and is constantly involved in system architecture 
definitions and protocols.  Joe received his B.S. degree in 
Electronic Engineering from the Aeronautics Institute of 
Technology (ITA) Brazil, and completed master degree 
courses in Digital Communication and Parallel Processing 
at the Institute of Space Research (INPE) while working in 
the development of compilers, hardware and dedicated 
data bus for satellites. 
 

RSVP on the Houston Section website: 
www.houstonisa.org/Meetings_Events 
       
Price:    $20 with RSVP 
              $25 without RSVP 
 
Times:   4:00 pm  Section Board Meeting  
                             (open to all members) 
 
               5:30 pm Registration/Social 
  
         Happy Hour Host  
      SMAR International &  
                   Industrial Equipment  
  
                6:00 pm Dinner/Presentation 
 
             Place:   HESS Club              
                           5430 Westheimer Way 
                           Houston, TX 77056 

Did you receive this message as a forward from someone?  We would like to have you on our Houston Section 
electronic mailing list so that we may communicate with you directly.  Best of all, itôs free! 
Hereôs how:  Click HERE! 

http://www.houstonisa.org/Meetings_Events/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Houston  
Section Presidentôs Corner 

We had a great start to the section year with our first general meeting at Mustang Engi-
neering.  We had a large turnout, excellent presentation, and fabulous food from Zachôs 
Shack  Bar-B-Que.  I especially enjoyed the warm peach cobbler with ice cream for des-
sert.   
 
Our next meeting is at the HESS Club (Houston Engineering & Scientific Society) which 
is in the Galleria area.  If you have never been, this is a very nice marble building used 
by different engineering and scientific societies in Houston.  They serve great food also.  
Be sure to RSVP for the Sept 1

st
 meeting on the ISA Houston Section website which also 

has directions to the HESS building.   
 
You will get more out of your membership by participating and networking with your fellow section members at 
these general meetings.  To maximize your membership, consider getting involved with some of the fun functions 
within the section.  Look at the all the committees that are headed up by the various officers, call or email them to 
ask questions and join their committee to feel like you are a part of a great organization.  Also, donôt forget to 
check out the activities and events sponsored by our subsections which are the ISA Pipeline Subsection and     
ISA Houston Analysis Subsection.  Below are four major events coming up in the near future that you can really 
participate in: 
 
ISA Fall Leaderôs Meeting - Oct 2 & 3, 2010   This is something you as a member of the ISA Houston Section 
need to check out. You are invited to attend and participate in the free training offered by ISA during the Fall 
Leaderôs Meeting that will be held in Houston at the Westin Galleria on Oct 2

nd
 Saturday & Oct 3

rd
 Sunday.  During 

those days, you will be with fellow members from all over the world who have similar interests.  Those other mem-
bers pay to fly into Houston and pay for the room at the Westin.  But you as a section member can simply drive 
over.  If you introduce yourself to one of the four officers, we will even buy you lunch on both days.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about ISA and how it functions at the District and International level.  You can sit in any 
of the meetings and listen to and participate in the discussion on various topics.  It is from these very meetings that 
ideas and input is gathered which will influence how your society functions and operates in the future.  Click on this 
link for more details:  ISA Fall Leader's Meeting, Houston, Oct 2 & 3, 2010 

 
ISA After Gala Party - Oct 4, 2010   If you like to party and dance, then we have a deal for you.  
The ISA Houston Section is having an After Gala Party at the Westin Galleria on the 24

th
 Floor in 

the Monarch Room.  We did this party last year and it was well attended and was the talk of ISA.  
You will meet many of the participants of the ISA Fall Leaderôs Meeting from the weekend who 
come from all over the world at this party.  We have a great DJ who knows how to keep the party 
going.  The party is free and will start right after the ISA Honors & Awards banquet (about 9:30 
pm) Monday night and go until midnight.  Come check it out. 
 

ISA Automation Week -  Oct 4-7, 2010 is in Houston    ISA is putting on a great Conference for the ISA mem-
bers. Check out the details at this link: ISA Automation Week, Oct 4-7, 2010  Also, as a member of the ISA Hous-
ton Section, you will have an opportunity to volunteer your time and serve as a room monitor.  This will allow you 
to listen in on topics of interest at no cost to the member for that day.  Details will be posted on the ISA Houston 
Section website on how to participate in being a room monitor. 
 
ChemInnovations Show Oct 19 -21, 2010 is in Houston.  The Houston Section is working with the ChemInnova-
tions Show as our major fund raiser for our scholarships this year.  Check out the details at this link: ChemInnova-
tions Show Oct 19-21, 2010.  You and your co-workers are invited to attend as our guests on the exhibit floor by 
using the code CIHS in the registration for the event.  Be sure and spread the word about this show and give them 
the code that gets them in for free ($100 savings). 
 

This is going to be an exciting year!  

 

http://www.isapl.org/
http://www.isa.org/~analy/
http://www.isa.org/Content/NavigationMenu/General_Information/Leadership_Resources/Presidents_Meeting/Fall_Meeting1/Fall_Meeting.htm
http://www.isaautomationweek.org/
http://www.cpievent.com/
http://www.cpievent.com/


ISA HOUSTON SECTIONISA HOUSTON SECTION  

20102010ðð2011 Calendar2011 Calendar   
 

DATE  TIME  DESCRIPTION      LOCATION 
 
 
Sep. 1   5:30 pm General Section Meeting    HESS 
Sep. ?    Joint Leadership Conference (Districts x, x, 7)   TBD 
 
Oct 2-3    Fall Leaders Meeting     Westin Galleria 
Oct 4-7    Automation Week       Westin Galleria 
Oct. 6    Board Meeting only, No Section General Meeting 
Oct. 8    Automation Career Day Event     Lee College 

Oct. 19-21   ChemInnovations Conference & EXPO   Reliant Center 

Nov. 3  11:30 am General Section Meeting    URS Washington 
Nov. 4   5-9 pm  Chili Cook Off      Houston Farm & Ranch Club 
 
Dec. 1  5:30 pm Joint General Meeting w/Pipeline Section  HESS 

Feb. 3  5:30 pm General Section Meeting & Bossesô Night  HESS 

Mar. 2  11:30 am   General Section Meeting    Fluor 

Apr. 6  11:30 am  General Section Meeting    Technip 
TBA    Scholarship Golf Tournament    Tour 18 
 
May 11  11:30 am  General Section Meeting    TBA 

Jun. 1  5:30 pm  General Section Meeting & Scholarship Night  HESS 

Jun. 25-28    2011 Spring Leaders Meeting     St. Louis, MO 

ISA Houston Analysis SubsectionISA Houston Analysis Subsection   
Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events  

 
10 September 2010 34

th
 Annual Shrimp Boil @ Pavilion at Clear Lake Park  

20 October 2010 Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
15 December 2010 Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
16 February 2011 Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
10-14 April 2011 ISA Analysis Div. 56

th
 Annual Spring Symposium ï South Shore Harbour  

15 June 2011  Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
17 August 2011  Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
09 September 2011 35

th
 Annual Shrimp Boil @ Pavilion at Clear Lake Park  

19 October 2011 Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 
21 December 2011 Technical Program Meeting @ Bradyôs Landing Restaurant 

http://www.houstonisa.org/ISA_Automation_Week_2010/
http://www.houstonisa.org/ChemInnovations_2010/
http://www.isa.org/Content/NavigationMenu/General_Information/Leadership_Resources/Presidents_Meeting/2011_Spring_Meeting/2011_Spring_Meeting.htm


Our August Meeting at Mustang Engineering had great attendace   

 

Zachõs Shack did a wonderful job as usual with BBQ,  

peach cobbler and ice cream  



Greg Ochs of Accutech/Control Microsystems gave the presentation on  

Wireless Technology and Process Automation  


